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SWITZERLAND^ 


In  the  N-\iV.e  cf  A3'm.-hty  God'. 
The  Swiss  Confederation. 


o  Wishing  to  strengthen  c'-e  e.llia-r'.c?  of  "he  Confeierates,  to 

"~  maintain  and  increase  tne  uni->jy,  pc-vor  urd  honor  of  the  Swiss  nation, 
\^  has  adopted  the  following  federal  constitution: 


FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 
SV/ISS     CONFEDSPJ^TION 


1 

'=>'  Chapter  I 

:?  Ggngral  Provisions 

1.  The  peoples  of  the  twenty- tv/o  sovereign  cantons  of  Sv/rtzerland 
^"  united  by  tne  present  alliance,  that  is  to  say:  Zurich,  Bern,  Lucerr.e,  Uri, 
<l5chwyz,  Unterwalden  (Upper  and  Lower),  Claris,  Zug,  Freiburg,  Soleure,  Basel 
^  (Urban  and  Rural),  Scnaf fhausen,  Appensell  (the  two  Rnodes),  Saint  Gall, 

Grisons,  Aargau,  Thurgau,  Ticino,  Vaud,  Valais,  :!euchatel„  and  Geneva,  form 

together  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

2_.  The  Confederation  has  as  its  object  to  asrure  the  independence 
of  the  country  against  foreign  aggression,  to  maintain  domestic  order  and 
tranquility,  to  protect  tne  liberty  and  rights  of  tne  Confederates  and  to 
increase  their  common  prosperity. 

3_.  Tne  cantons  are  sovereign  in  so  far  as  their  sovereignty  is  not 
limited  by  the  federal  constitution,  and,  as  such,  they  exercise  all  the 
pov/ers  which  are  not  delegated  to  the  federal  government. 

4.  All  Swiss  are  equal  before  the  law.  In  Switzerland  there  are 
neither  subjects,  nor  pri'.ileges  of  place,  birth,  person,  or  family. 

_5.  The  Confederation  guarantees  to  the  cantons  their  territory, 
their  sovereignty  within  the  limits  fixed  by  Art.  3_,  tneir  coi-iStitutions,  tne 
liberty  and  rights  of  tne  people,  tne  constitutional  rights  of  citizens,  as 
well  as  tne  rights  and  powers  which  the  people  nave  conferred  on  their 
authorities . 

_6.  The  can-l.ons  must  demand  of  tne  Confederation  tne  guaranty  of 
their  constitutions. 

This  guaranty  is  granted,  provided:  a.  That  these  constitutions 


This  translation  has  been  made  froii  the  French  text  contained  in 
Dareste,  F.R.  -  Constitutions  .Modernes  (edition  of  1910),  and  Lowell- 
Government  and  Parties  of  Continental  Europe  .   Valyable  assistance 
has  been  derived  from  Dodd,  V/.F.  -  Liodcrn  Constitutioi-.s .  and  the 
translation  by  Hart,  Albert  Eushnell,  in  Vincent,  J-u  -  Government 
in  Switzerland. 
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contain  nothing  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  tne  federal  constitution; 
b.  that  tney  assure  the   e:cercise  of  political  rignts  according  to  republican 
forms,  representative  or  democratic;  c.  that  ti'iey  have  been  accepted  by  tne 
people  and  that  they  can  be  ar-iended  whenever  an  absolute  majority  of  the 
citizens  deirand  it. 

7_.  All  separate-  alliances  and  all  tr?ac.ies  of  a  political  nature 
between  cantons  are  forbidden.  On  the  other  hard,  t:;-?  c-.ni-..  i:s  iray  m-ha 
treaties  among  themselves  relating  to  legislation,  adniniet-aMcn  or  j-ctice; 
nevertheless,  they  must  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  the  federal  gc ve/rnient, 
which,  if  these  treaties  contain  anything  adverae  to  the  corf  :;^e".ati:)ri  or  the 
rights  of  other  cannons,  is  authorized  to  prevent  their  exooi/ij  on^  Jn  the 
opposite  case  the  cantons  have  the  right  to  demand  the  cooperation  of  the 
federal  authorities  in  their  execution. 

e..  The  Confederation  alone  nas  the  right  of  declaring  viar   and 
concluding  peace,  as  well  as  making  alliances  and  treaties  with  foreign  states, 
especially  tariff  and  coKinercial  treaties. 

9_a  As  an  exception,  the  cantons  preserve  the  right  of  concluding 
treaties  with  foreign  states  concerning  the  administration  of  public  prop-^rty, 
and  border  and  police  relations;  nevertneless  these  treaties  nust  not  contain 
anything  adverse  to  the  Confederation  or  to  the  rights  of  the  other  cantons, 

10.  Official  relations  betv/een  the  cantons  and  foreign  governr-ents 
or  their  representatives  rray  take  place  only  through  the  Federal  Council. 
Nevertheless,  the  cantons  may  correspond  directly  v/ith  the  inferior  authori- 
ties and  officers  of  a  foreign  state  relative  to  the  objects  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  article. 

1]..  No  military  capitulations-'-  shall  be  made. 

12 .  Members  of  tne  federal  departments  of  government,  civil  and 
military  officers  of  the  Confederation,  and  federal  representatives  or 
commissioners,  shall  not  receive  from  a  foreign  government,  pensions,  salaries, 
titles,  gifts  or  decorations.  If  they  are  already  in  possession  of  pension?, 
titles  or  decorations,  "they  must  renounce  enjoying  their  pensions  or  using 
their  titles  and  their  decorations  during  their  term  of  office.  Neverth=iess, 
inferior  officers  may  be  authorized  by  the  Federal  Council  to  receive  their 
pensions.  I-io  decoration  or  title  granted  by  a  foreign  goverrjnent  may  be  v;orn 
in  the  federal  amy.  Every   officer,  non-comr.:issioned  officer  cr  soldier  is 
forbidden  to  accept  distinctions  of  this  sort, 

13,  The  Coiifederation  shall  not  maintain  a  stanr'ing  army. 

No  canton  or  half-canton  may  have  a  starding  aniiy  of  r.iore  than  ' 
three  hundred  men  v;ithout  the  authorization  cf  the  fe^'eral  govcrjiiiient;  the 
gendarmerie^  is  not  included  in  this  nu:nbcr. 

1  Tr?a-iice  ty   -./hich  3'-iss  aili-tary  forces  were  employed  in  tne  service  of 
foreign  states.  Sv/iss  mercenaries  -jvere  at   one  time  to  be  found  in  the 
standing  armies  of  many  countries, 

^  A  cantonal  as  distinguisl-ied  from  a  local  police  force.  They  are  used  in 
maintaining  order,  etc- 
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14.  In  differencPE  arising  bet^en  cantons,  tney  shall  abstain  from 
direct  action  and  from  arming  tnenselves.  Tiiey  snail  subrdt  to  tne  decision 
which  shall  be  reached  on  txie  dispute  in  accordance  v.dth  federal  regulations. 

15.  In  case  of  sudden  danger  fron  outside,  the  government  of  the 
canton  threatened  must  request  tne  aid  of  tne  confederated  sto.tes  and  notify 
3mruf.'lirxt/>ly  thp  federal  government,  all  vdthout  prjudice  to  the  measures  which 
it  (confederation)  may  take.  The  cantons  requested  are  bound  to  give  aid. 
The  expenses  are  borne  by  the  confederation, 

16.  In  case  of  internal  disorder,  or  '.vhen  the  danger  nroceeds  from 
another  canton,  the  government  of  tne  canton  threatened  must  imiiediately 
notify  the  Federal  Council,  in  order  that  it  may  take  necessary  measures  '.nt.:i- 
in  the  limits  of  its  power  (Article  102,  Sees.  3,  10,  ll)  or  summon  tne 
Federal  Assembly.  V/hen  there  is  urgent  necessity,  the  goverar-entl  is  authoris- 
ed, while  giving  imjuediate  notice  to  the  Federal  Council,  to  request  the 
assistance  of  other  cantons  v/nict;  must  grant  it.  V/hen  the  government  is  not 
in  a  condition  to  invoke  assistance,  the  competent  federal  authority  may 
intervene  witnout  requisition;  it  is  bound  to  do  no  when  the  disturbance 
coraprorises  the  safety  of  Sv.-itzerland.  In  case  of  intervention,  the  federal 
authorities  snail  see  tc  it  that  the  provisions  prescribed  in  Article  5  are 
observed.  The  expense  shall  be  borne  by  the  canton  v/hich  has  requested  the 
assistance  or  occasioned  the  intervention,  unless  the  Federal  Assembly,  on 
account  of  particular  circum-stances ,  decides  otherv/ise. 

17.  In  the  cases  m.entioned  in  the  preceding  articles,  each  canton 
shall  grant  free  passage  for  troops.  These  troops  snail  immediately  be 
placed  under  federal  command. 

18.  Military  service  is  required  of  every  Svn.sr, .  Coldiers,  who,  by 
reason  of  federal  service,  lose  their  lives,  or  have  their  health  permanently 
impaired,  shall  be  entitled  to  aid  from  the  confederation,  for  themselves  or 
their  families  if  tney  are  in  need  of  it.  Sacn  soldier  she21  receive  gratui- 
tously his  first  arms,  equipment  and  clotiiing.  The  weapon  shall  reaain  in  the 
hands  of  the  soldier  on  conditions  to  be  fixed  by  federal  legislation.  The 
confederation  shall  enact  uniform  provisions  as  to  the  tax  on  exemption  frcm 
military  service. 

19.  The  federal  ar.ay  shall  be  composed:  a.  Corps  of  cantoral  troops; 
b,  of  all  Swiss,  who,  not  belonging  to  these  bodies,  .are  neverti-.eless  liable 

to  military  service.  Tne  control  of  the  army,  as  well  as  of  tne  v;ar  iraterirJL 
provided  by  lav;,  shall  belong  to  the  confederation.  In  case  of  danger,  tne 
confederation  also  shall  have  exclusive  and  direct  control  of  the  men  not 
incorporated  in  the  federal  army,  and  of  all  other  military  resources  of  the 
cantons.  The  cantons  shall  have  control  of  tne  military  forces  of  their 
territory  is  so  far  as  tnis  rignt  is  not  limited  by  the  constixution  or 
federal  laws, 

20.  Lav;s  en  the  organisation  of  the  army  shall  ei.r-nate  from  the 
confederation-  Military  laws  shall  be  enforced  in  the  canxons  by  the  cantonal 
authorities,  wvthin  the  limits  wnich  shall  be  fixed  by  federal  legislation  and 
under  tne  supervision  of  tne  confederation. 

'1  Of  the  canton. 
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ivlilitary  in-truction  ob:J.l  belong  altogetner  to  tne  confederation; 
•this  like7/ise  applies  to  arnanent. 

The  furnisnin^  and  ^ip.interiince  of  c?.othing  and  equipment  shall 
rernair.  within  the  cor.petence  of  the  cantons;  nevertheless,  tne  expens?s  v/hich 
result  shall  be  made  good  to  tr.e  cantons  by  the  confederation  in  accordance 
with  a  rule  to  te  estabiisiied  by  federal  legislation. 

21«  Unless  military  considerations  prevent,  corps  :2ust  be  forr;.ed  of 
troops  fro^n  the  same  canton.  The  composition  of  tnese  corps  of  troops,  tr.e 
iraintenaiice  of  tneir  efiecxive  strength,  the  appointment  and  pron-.otion  of 
their  officers  snail  belong  to  the  cantons,  subject  to  gener-1  rules  v/bich 
shall  be  transmitted  to  tnen  by  the  confedei-ation. 

23.  Upon  the  payment  of  a  just  indennity,  the  confederation,  snc.ll  have 
tne  right  to  rzsAie   use  of  or  acquire  drill-grounds  and  buildings  intended  for 
military  purposes,  situated  in  the  cantons,  together  v.'ith  tnoir  appurtenances. 
Tne  terms  of  tne  indemnity  shall  be  determined  by  federal  le.jislation. 

23 .  The  confederation  may  construct  at  its  expense  or  encourage  by 
subsidies  public  vrorhs  r/nich  concern  S-.Titserland  or  a  considerable  part  of  the 
country. 

To  tnis  end  it  may  order  T,he  taking  of  private  property  upon  t;ie 
payment  of  a  just  indemnity.  Federal  legislation  snail  establish  further 
regulations  on  tnis  subject.  The  federal  assembly  ivay  forbid  public  works 
prejudicird  to  the  military-  interests  of  the  confederation. 

24.  The  confederation  shall  exercise  supervision  over  the  dil'.e  and 
forest  police  .  It  snail  cooperate  in  tne  correction  of  tne  cnannsls  and  tne 
diking  of  torrents,  as  well  as  the  reforestation  of  the  regions  in  v/hich  they 
rise.  It  shall  enact  the  ueasures  necessary  to  assure  the  .laintenance  of  t.iese 
v;orkr!  and  the  conservation  of  existing  forests. 

24  (2).  Ttie  uce  of  v/atcr  powers  snail  be  subject  to  the  ^vupervision 
of  tne  confederation.  Federal  legislation  snail  enac-i,  tne  general  prcviricns 
necessary  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  tne  public  and  to  assure  the  rational 
use  of  v;ater  povrers .  These  provisions  shall  take  account,  as  far  as  possible, 
oi  the  interests  of  internal  navigation..  Subject  to  tnese  provisions,  tne 
regulation  of  the  use  of  \7ater  pcwers  sMll  belong  to  tne  cantons.  Ilevertne- 
less,  when  a  portion  of  .~  stream,  the  use  of  wnich  is  demanded  in  order  to 
create  a  water  power,  rinses  witnin  the  jurisdiction  of  several  cannons,  and 
when  there  is  no  agreer.rnt  between  tnese  cantons  touching  a  common  concession, 
it  snail  belong  to  the  confederation  to  rrant  the  ccncession.  This  is  equally 
its  right,  after  hearing  tne  ini--rested  cr.n':cns,  when  tne  streaiii  in  question 
forms  tne  boundary  of  the  country.  The  fees  and  rents  for  the  use  of  M.'ater 
powers  snail  belong  to  the  cantons  or  to  those  having  the  right  according  to 
cantonal  legislation.  Tne  confedrnt.'.on  rrrll  fix,  ?fter  n^-ring  tne 
interested  cantons,  and  taking  just  account  of  tneir  legislation,  tne  fees 
and  rents  due  for  tne  conces-ions  which  it  grants.  The  cantons  shall 

1  By  amendment,  adopted  July  11,  1897,  the  words  "in  the  hi'^i  regions" 
(regions  elevees),  which  had  previously  formed  part  of  tne  text,  vere 
omitted . 

2  Adopted  by  vote  of  the  people,  October  25,  1908. 
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deternine,  \7ithin  the  limits  estaMished  by  federal  legislation,  the  fees 
and  rents  to  be  paid  for  other  concessions.  Electric  energy  produced  by 
water  power  shall  be  sold  abroad  only  with  the  autnorization  of  the  confedera- 
tion. From  the  taking  effect  of  this  article,  reservation  shall  be  irade  in 
all  new  water  power  concessions  for  future  federal  legislation.  The  confedera- 
tion shall  have  the  power  of  making  laws  governing  the  transportation  and 
distribution  of  electric  energy. 

25.  The  confederation  may  make  laws  for  the  regulation  of  fishing  and 
hunting,  chiefly  with  a  viev/  to  the  preservation  of  tig  game  in  the  mountains 
and  birds  useful  to  agriciilture  and  forestry. 

25  (2).  The  butchering  of  animals  without  having  previously  stunned 
tham  is  strictly  forbidden;  tnis  provision  applies  to  every  method  of 
slaughter  and  to  every  species  of  animal,  , 

26.  Legislation  upon  the  construction  and  operation  of  railroads 
shall  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  confederation. 

27.  The  confederation  may  establish^  besides  the  existing  polytechnic 
school,  a  federal  university  and  other  institutions  of  higher  education,  or 
subsidize  institutions  of  tnis  character.  The  cantons  shall  provide  for 
primary  education,  wiiich  must  be  sufficient  and  placed  exclusively  under  the 
direction  of  the  civil  authorities.  It  chall  be  compulsory,  and,  in  the 
public  schools,  free„  The  public  schools  must  be  so  conducted  that  they  may 
be  attended  by  adherents  of  all  faiths  without  their  having  to  suffer  in  any 
wise  in  their  liberty  of  conscience  or  belief.  The  confederation  shall  take 
necessary  measures  against  the  cantons  which  do  not  satisfy  these  obligations, 

27  (2).  Subventions  shall  be  allotted  to  the  cantons  to  aid  them  in 
fulfilling  tneir  obligations  in  the  domain  of  primary  education.  The  execu- 
tion of  this  provision  is  regulated  by  lav:.  Tne  organization,  direction  and 
supervision  of  the  primary  schools  shall  remain  within  the  competence  of  tne 
cantons,  subject  to  tne  provisions  of  Article  27  of  the  federal  constitution. 

28.  L'atters  concerning  the  customs  shall  belong  to  tne  confederation. 
It  may  levy  duties  on  imports  and  exports. 

29.  The  levying  of  federal  customs  duties  sht.ll  be  governed  by  the 
following  principles;-  i_.  Duties  on  imports:  a.  i.Iaterials  necessary  to  the 
industry  and  agriculture  of  the  country  shall  be  taxed  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
possible,  b.  It  shall  be  tne  same  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  c.  Luxuries 
shall  be  subject  to  the  highest  duties.  -  Except  in  the  face  of  serious 
obstacles,  these  principles  must  also  be  observed  in  making  treaties  of 
commerce  with  foreign  countries.-  2,.  T:ie  duties  on  exports  shall  be  as 
moderate  as  possible.  3_.  Tne  customs  laws  shall  contain  suitable  provisions 
for  the  protection  of  frontier  commerce  end  on  markets  .-  The  above  provisions 
shall  not  prevent  the  confederation  from  taking  temporarily  exceptional 
measures  in  extraordinary  circui^stances  . 

1  Added  by  popular  vote  of  the  20th  of  August,  1&93  .  Tnis  measure  u-as 
aimed  at  the  Jev;s. 
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30.  Tne  procoede  of  cuatons  duties  shall  belong  to  the  conf i»deration. 
The  indemnities  nitnerto  paid  to  the  cantons  in  lieu  of  cu^tonis,  rccc   and 
bridge  tolls,  market  fees,  and  other  like  dues,  are  abolisiied.  The  cantons 

of  Uri,  Orisons.  Ticino  and  Valais  shall  receive,  by  exception  and  by  reason 
of  tneir  international  Alpine  rcr.ir.,  an  &>.v.ao.l  indemnity,  the  amount  of  whica, 
considering  all  the  circunsoances ,  i"   ii^^od   as  follows:  Uri  80,000  fian.-.8. 
Orisons  200,000  francs,  Tic^vo  iiCO.COO  fran:s,  Va?.als  50,000  francs.  Vl;s 
cantons  of  Uri  and  Ticino  snail  receive  besides,  for  clearing  the  snow  iroii 
the  Saint  Gothard  read,  an  annual  indemnity  of  40,000  francs,  until  this  road 
is  replaced  by  a  railroad, 

31.  Freedom  of  commerce  and  industry  is  guaranteed  throughout  the 
confederation.  The  follcv/ing  subjects  are  excepted:  a.  The  salt  and  gun- 
powder monopoly,  the  federal  customs,  import  duties  on  \7inss  and  other 
spirituous  drinks,  anc'.  oxher  taxes  on  consumr^tion  formally  recognized  by  the 
confederation  as  provid'td  in  Article  32.  b ."  The  manufacture  and  sale  of 
distilled  liqun-s,  in  conformity  v;-ith  Articles  32(2)  and  3?,(3).   c.  Everything 
which  concerns  inns  and  the  re'lail  jj-rade  in  spirituous  liquors,  to  the  extent 
that  the  cantons  hive  the  r.lght  to  [subject  by  la\v  the  trade  of  inr^keepers  and 
the  retail  trade  ir;  spirituous  liq'iors  to  tne  lestrictions  required  by  the 
public  v/elfare,  d .^'Sanitarv  policy  measures  destined  to  combat  transmissible 
maladies,  those  vnixih   are  "^riaii'p.-Gad  and  thotse  especially  dangerous  to  man 
and  beast,  e.  Proviv-:'.ons  r^lOi-':±^re   to  xhe  lora-'tice  of  commercial  and 
industrial  pursuits,  the   ta;:cs  attached  to  them,  and  the  police  of  roads. 
These  provisions  nf^y  cci'>-..axn  mthxng  contrary  to  the  principle  of  the 
freedom  of  comr:ierce  and  industi'y. 

32.  The  cantons  ax'e  authorized  to  collect  inport  duties  on  rines  and 
other  spirituous  li  qucrv-^  p,-ovi.:'.'?a  in  Article  31  a,  unitr  the  following 
restrictions:-  a.  Th3  ci-il^jctLon  of  these  duties  racist  in  no  v/iso  impede  trans- 
portation; it  must  obstruct  c^^hr.^rce,  which  may  be  burJensc'  viitn  no  ether  tax, 
as  little  as  possible;  b,  if  ^he  objects  imported  fcr  consumption  are  re- 
exported from  the  canton,  the  import  duties  paid  shall  be  restored  without 
involving  other  cna.r^eBi     o.  products  of  Sv/iss  origin  shall  be  tax^d  at  a 
lov/er  rate  than  tnose  of  foreign  countries;  d.  the  present  import  duties  on 
•.vines  and  other  spirituous  liquors  shall      not  be  increased  by  the  caK\ors 
where  they  already  exis-c.  They  shall  not  be  established  on  ther?  products  oy 
cantons  vmich  do  net  now  levy  Ihem;  e.  the  laws  and  ordinances  cf  the  cantcns 
on  the  collection  of  import  duties  shall,  before  being  pax;.*v  3-''P2"-'t^on,  le 
submitted  to  the  appro'/al  of  the  federal  government,  in  order  tf.at  it  may.  in 
case  of  need,  cause  the  pre'ieding  provisions  to  be  observed.  A2 1  impi>rt 
duties  now  collected  by  tht^  cantons  as  well  as  tl:e  analogous  duties  ciDlocted 
by  the  communes  must  be  abolished,  without  compensation  at  the  close  of  tha 
year  1890. 

32  (2).^  The  Cynfec'tration  may  establish  by-law  regi'lations  fcr  tne 
manufacture  and  sale  of  diobi/Jecl  liquors.  These  re^^uiations  uivst  net  impose 
a  tax  on  products  wninh  are  exoorted  or  which  have  undergone  a  treatment 
rendering  them  unsuitable  fo-  b^ve'-agos .  Distillation  of  wine^  of  fr-..itc  of 
any  kind,  and  their  by-prod'^cts ,  of  gentian  roots,  jur.:.per  berries  and  other 

1  Exceptions  b  and  c  v.ere  added  October  25,  1C85.  Exception  b  was 
modified  in  1908. 

;  2  f.lodified  by  vote  of  the  people  May  4,  19_3,  American  Bar  Association 
Jouroal  1914,  p.  191. 

'  3  Added  by  popular  vote  of  October  25,  1885. 


similar  materials/is  excepted  from  the  federc-.!  regi-lations  relating  to 
manufacture  and  taxation.  After  the  abolition  of  tne  import  duties  on 
spirituous  liquors  vnentioned  in  Article  32  of  tne  federal  constitution,  the 
trade  in  undistilled  alcoholic  liquors  snail  be  subjected  by  tne  cantons  to 
no  special  tax,  nor  to  other  restrictions  than  those  vvnich  are  necessary  to 
pro^eov  trio  conRumpr  against  adulterated  or  noxious  drinKS .  Nevertheless, 
the  powers  given  to  tne  cantons  by  Article  31,  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
inij«?  and  the  retail  sale  of  quantities  less  than  tv;o  litres,  shall  be  retail- 
ed. The  net  receipts  fron  the  taxes  on  the  sale  of  distilled  liquors  shall 
belong  to  the  cantons  in  which  these  taxes  are  collected.  The  net  receipts 
of  the  confoderation  from  domestic  distillation,  and  from  tne  corresponding 
increase  i;.  the  import  duties  on  foreign  distilled  liquors  shall  be  divided 
among  the  cantons  according  to  their  actual  population  as  determined  by  the 
most  recent  federal  census.  The  cantons  are  required  to  eaploy  at  least  ten 
percent  of  these  receipts  in  combating  the  causes  and  effects  of  alcoholisn. 

32  (3).^  The  manufacture,  importation,  sale,  and  keeping  for  sale 
of  the  liqueur  called  absinthe  6.re  forbidden  throughout  the  confederation. 
This  prohibition  extends  to  all  drinks  v/hich,  under  any  name  whatsoever,  are 
an  imitation  of  absinthe.  Exception  is  nzide  of  transportation  through  the 
country  and  of  the  employment  of  absinthe  for  pharmaceutical  purposes.  Tne 
above  prohibition  shall  go  into  force  two  years  after  its  adoption.  Federal 
legislation  shall  determine  the  provisions  necessary  to  carry  out  this 
prohibition.  The  confederation  shall  have  the  right  to  make  by  law  the  same 
prohibition  with  regard  to  all  other  drinks  containing  absinthe  which  shall 
constitute  a  public  danger, 

33.  The  cantons  may  require  evidence  of  tne  capacity  of  ti-iose  v;ho 
wish  to  practice  the  liberal  professions.  Federal  legislation  shall  provide 
for  such  persons  obtaining  certificates  of  capacity  good  througnout  the 
confederation, 

34.  The  confederation  has  the  right  to  establisn  uniform  rules 
relating  to  the  labor  of  children  in  factories,  the  hours  of  labor  wnich  may 
be  required  of  adults,  as  well  as  the  protection  to  be  accorded  to  workmen  :Ln 
unhealthy  and  dangerous  industries.  The  operation  of  emigration  agencies  and 
insurance  enterprises  not  instituted  by  the  state  shall  be  subject  to  faderaj. 
supervision  and  legislation. 

0 

34  (2).  "The  confederation  shall  provide  by  law  for  insurance 
against  sickness  and  accidents,  taking  into  account  existing  invalid  f unds ^ 
It  may  declare  participation  in  these  forms  of  insurance  obligatory  for  all 
or  for  certain  fixed  categories  of  citizens. 

34  (3)  .  Tne  confederation  aiay  establish  uniform  rviles  in  the  domain 
of  arts  and  crafts . 

35.  The  opening  of  gambling  houses  is  forbidden.  Tiiose  now  existing 
shall  be  closed  December  31,  1877,  Concessions  wnich  have  been  granted  or 
renewed  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1871  snail  ts  void.  The  confederation 
may  also  take  necessary  measures  concerning  lotteries. 

1  Adopted  by  vote  of  tne  people  July  5,  1903. 

2  Added  by  vote  of  the  people  October  26,  1390. 

3  Added  by  vote  by  the  people  July  5,  1908. 
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36.  Throughout  SvnLtzerland  the  postal  and  telegraph  services  shall 
belong  to  the  doirain  of  the  federal  government.  The  proceeds  cf  these 
services  shall  belong  to  tne  federr.1  treasury.  The  rates  shall  be  fixed  on 
tne  same  principles,  and  as  fairly  as  possible,  in  all  parts  of  Switzerlaiid. 
In-'/iolable  secrecy  of  letters  and  telegrams  is  guaranteed. 

37.  The  confoderation  shall  exercise  supervision  over  the  reads  and 
bridges  in  the  iraintenance  of  v/hich  it  is  interested.  The  sums  due  -jo   the 
cantons  desigrated  in  Article  30,  by  reason  of  tnoir  international  .J/ine  ror's? 
snail  be  retained  by  the  federal  government  if  thes3  roads  are  not  suitably 
kept  up  by  then. 

38.  The  confederation  shall  exercise  all  powers  included  in  the  sove- 
reign right  of  coinage.  It  alone  mas  coin  money.  It  shall  establish  the 
monetary  system  and  may  make,  if  there  is  occasion  for  them,  rules  for  the 
valuation  of  foreign  coins, 

39.  The  right  to  emit  bank  notes  and  other  paper  money  shall  belong 
exclusively  to  tne  confederation.  The  confederation  may  exercise  its  exclu- 
sive rignt  of  issuing  bank  notes  by  i^eans  of  a  state  bank  specially  administer- 
ed, or  may  grant  the  right,  reserving  the  privilege  of  re-purchase,  to  a 
cerrtral  joint  stock  barJc  which  snail  be  administered  '»vith  the  cooperation  and 
under  the  control  of  the  confederation.  The  principal  duty  of  the  bank 
invested  v/ith  this  laonopoly  snaUte  tr  serve  in  S;7itzerland  as  a  regulator  of 
the  money  market  and  to  facilitate  monetary  transactions.  At  least  tv7o-thirds 
of  the  net  earnings  of  tne  tank,  over  axid  above  a  just  interest  or  dividend 
upon  the  capital  or  capital  stock,  and  after  iraking  the  necessary  payments  to 
tne  reserve  fund,  shall  come  back  to  the  cantons.  The  bank,  ard  its  branches 
Shall  be  exempt  from  all  cantonal  taxation.  Obligatory  acceptance  cf  ban!: 
notes  and  other  paper  money  sha.ll  be  ordered  only  in  case  of  necessity  in 

time  of  war.  Federal  legislation  snrdl  enact  provisions  relative  to  the 
location  of  tne  bank,  itt  rules,  its  orgardzation  and  the  execution  of  this 
article  in  general. 

40.  The  confederation  snail  establisn  a  system  of  v/eights  and 
measures.  The  cantons  shall  execute,  under  the  supervision  of  the  confedera- 
tion, the  laws  concerning  this  matter. 

41 .  The  manufacture  and  sale  of  gunpov/der  throughout  Switzerland  snail 
belong  exclusively  to  the  confederation.  Blasting  powders  not  suitable  for 
shooting  snail  not  be  included  in  the  powder  monopoly. 

41  (2)."  The  Confederation  is  authorized  to  collect  stamp  taxes  on 
comiuercial  instr'aments ,  such  as  deeds,  bills  of  exchange  etc.  The  detailed 
arranjements  for  the  collection  of  stamp  taxes  will  be  the  subject  cf  a 
federal  law, 

42.  The  expenses  of  the  confederation  shaT.l  be  covered:  a.  By  the 
income  from  federal  property;  b.  by  tne  proceeds  of  tne  federal  import  duties 
collected  at  the  Sv.lss  frontier;  c.  by  the  proceeds  of  the  postal  and 

1  i-iodified  by  popular  vote  October  13,  1891.  The  original  article  forbf.de 
the  creation  of  a  monop-ly  for  the  issue  of  bank  notes, 

2  Adopted  by  vote  of  the  people  May  13,  1917.  American  Ear  Association 
Journal  -  1917,  p.  249. 

3  Slightly  amended  to  include  new  sources  of  revenue;  exact  text  not 
available  for  tnis  translation. 


telegraph  services;  d.  by  the   procee'ls  of  the  ponder  r.onopoly;  e.  by  half  of 
the  gross  proceeds  of  tne  tax  on  rrilitary  ?xer:;ption3  Ic-vied  by  the  cantcis; 
f .  bv  contributions  fron  tne  cantons,  wnich  Sxiall  be  deterr^ined  by  fedf-ral 
legislation,  taking  account  especially  of  tneir  wealth  and  taxable  resources. 

43.  Every  citizen  of  a  ca-ton  is  a  S'j.-if^s  cit?.L?n,  Ha  nay,  as  such, 
take  part,  at  the  place  of  hi3  re-jiaence,  in  all  te-ier-a  elections  a-^d  popular 
votec,  after  he  has  duly  prcved  hiEcClf  a  qualified  vo-:^-.   ko  oioo  '.-g./ 
exercise  political  rights  in  more  than  one  canton.  A  C-.i'iss,  settled  outs:.de 
his  native  canton,  snail  enjoy,  in  the  place  of  nis  residence,  all  *he  rights 
of  citizens  of  the  canton  and  coniaiune.  Participstion  in  municipal  and 
corporate  property  and  the  right  to  vote  in  purely  municipal  arfairs  :^hall 
be  excepted  from  these  rights,  unless  canxcnal  legislation  provides  other- 
wise. In  cantonal  and  coniniinal  affairs  he  snail  become  an  elector  after 
three  nonths'  residence.  Cantonal  lar/s  on  settlement  and  on  t.ie  electoral 
rights  possessed  in  cornrnunal  matters  by  citizens  settled  outside  their  native 
cantons,  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Federal  Council, 

44„  Ko  canton  shall  expel  fros:  its  territory  any  one  of  its  citizens 
nor  deprive  hira  of  the  rights  derived  from  nills  or  settlement.  Federal 
legislation  ahall  deterrrdne  the  conditions  under  v/hich  foreigners  may  be 
naturalized  and  those  under  v/hich  a  Swiss  r.ay  renounce  his  -mtionality  in 
order  xo  be  naturalized  in  a  foreign  country. 

45.  Every  Ev/iss  citizen  shall  have  the  right  to  settle  anywhere  in 
Swiss  territory  on  the  production  of  a  certificate  of  birth  or  other  similar 
document.  By  exception  the  right  of  settl8;..ent  rray  be  refused  or  withdrawn 
in  the  case  of  those  v/ho,  as  a  result  of  conviction  of  criiTir,  do  not  enjoy 
civic  rights.  The  right  of  settlement  may  further  be  withdrawn  in  the  case 
of  those  vrho  have  been  repeatedly  punished  for  serious  misder.sanors  or  who 
permanently  become  public  charges  and  to  whom  the  commune  or  canton  of  their 
origin  refuse  sufficient  assistance  after  naving  been  officially  invited  to 
grant  it.  In  the  cantons  wnere  relief  is  given  at  the  place  of  residence,  in 
the  case  of  citizens  of  the  canton,  permission  to  settle  may  be  made  subject 
to  tne  condition  that  they  be  able  to  v;ork,  and  that  they  nave  not  become 
permanent  public  charges  at  tneir  former  place  of  residence  in  tne  canton  of 
their  origin.  Every  expulsion  on  account  of  poverty  must  be  approved  by  the 
government  of  the  canton  of  residence,  and  be  previously  communicated  to  the 
canton  of  origin.  The  canton  in  v/hich  a  Sv/iss  establishes  his  residence  usy 
not  require  of  him  any  security,  nor  impose  upon  hlra  any  special  charge  for 
such  settlem.ent.  Ldkewise,  communes  may  not  impose  upon  Sv-dss  residinf-r  in 
their  territory,  other  taxes  than  those  v/hich  they  impose  upon  their  ov/n 
citizens.  A  federal  law  shall  establish  the  maximum  fee  xo  be  paid  for  a 
permit  to  settle. 

46.  Persons  settled  in  Sv/itzerland  shall  be  subject,  as  a  rule,  to 
the  judicial  and  legislative  authority  of  their  place  cf  residence  as  far  as 
the  relations  of  ci^'il  lav;  are  concerned.  Federal  legislation  shall  eract 
the  provisions  necessary  for  the  application  of  this  principle  an.i  to  prevont 
double  taxation  of  a  citizen. 

47.  A  federal  lav/  shall  determine  the  difference  between  settlement 
and  temporary  residence  and  establish  at  xhe  same  time  the  rules  as  to  their 
political  and  civil  rights  to  which  S^7i33  in  temporary  residence  shall  be 
subject. 
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48.  A  federal  law  s.i:.ll  establisii  the  provisions  necessary  to 
regulate  matters  relative  to  the  expenses  of  illness  and  burial  of  poor 
citizens  of  one  canton  ill  or  deceased  in  another. 

49.  Liberty  of  conscience  and  belief  is  inviolable.  Wo  one  nay  be 
compelled  to  join  a  religious  society,  to  attend  religious  instruction,  to 
perform  a  religious  rite,  nor  to  incur  punishment  of  any  nature  whatever  on 
account  of  religious  opinion.  The  person  v/ho  exercises  tiie  authority  of  pare  .-.•I 
or  guardian  nas  tne  rignt  to  provide,  conforimbly  to  tne  above  principles,  for 
the  religious  education  of  children  up  to  tne  age  of  sixteen,  Tne  exercise  of 
civil  and  political  rights  snail  not  be  limited  by  any  rules  or  conditions  of 
an  ecclesiastical  or  religious  nature  v/hatsoever.  No  one  may,  because  of  his 
religious  opinion,  free  himself  iron  the  fulfillment  of  a  civic  duty„  ;\lo  one 
shall  be  required  to  pay  taxes  the  proceeds  of  which  are  specifically 
allocated  to  the  expenses,  properly  so-called,  of  tne  v;orship  of  a  religious 
body  to  which  he  does  not  belong.  Tne  furtner  execution  of  this  principle 

is  reserved  for  federal  legislation. 

50 V  The  free  exercise  of  religion  is  guaranteed  within  limits  com- 
patiMe  with  public  order  and  good  morals .  The  cantons  and  the  confederation 
may  take  measures  necessary  to  .-na.intain  public  order  and  peace  as  between  the 
members  of  different  reli,p.ous  cominunions,  and  aj^ainst  the  encroachments  of 
ecclesiastical  authorixies  on  tne  rignts  of  citizens.  Controversies  in  the 
fields  of  public  or  private  lav/  arising  fror;  the  creation  or  division  of 
religious  bodies  may  be  brournt  before  tne  competent  federal  authorities  on 
appeal.  Bishoprics  cannot  be  erected  on  Swiss  territory  vdthout  the  approval 
of  the  confederation. 

51 .  The  order  of  Jesuits  and  tne  societies  affiliated  with  it  shall 
not  be  admitted  to  any  part  of  Svltzerland  and  all  activity  in  church  or  in 
shnool  is  forbidden  to  tneir  members.  This  prohibition  may  be  exxended  by 
federal  decree  to  other  religious  orders  whose  activities  are  dangerous  to 
the  state  or  disturb  the  peace  betv;een  faiths, 

52 .  Tne  foundation  of  new  convents  or  religious  orders  or  the  re™ 
establishment  of  tnose  which  nave  been  suppressed  is  forbidden, 

53 .  The  civil  status  (6tet  civil)  and  tne  keeping  of  the  registers 
appertaining  thereto  snail  belong  to  the  civil  authorities.  Tederal  legisla- 
tion shall  make  further  provisions  on  tnis  subject,  Tne  control  of  burial 
places  shall  belong  to  tne  civil  authorities.  They  must  provide  that  every 
deceased  person  may  be  decently  buried. 

54 .  Tne  rignt  of  marriage  is  placed  under  the  protection  of  the 
confederation.   No  restriction  on  marriage  may  be  based  on  denorni rational 
motives,  on  the  poverty  of  either  of  the  parties,  on  their  conduct,  nor  on 
any  other  police  consideration  wnatever.  A  marriage  concluded  in  a  cinton 
or  a  foreign  country  conforrably  to  tne  legislation  -.•^hich  is  in  force  there 
shall  be  valid  tnrcughout  the  confederation.  The  wife  acquirc-s  by  L:arriage 
the  citizenship  and  municipal  lue.nbership"'  of  her  husband.  Children  born 

1  A  record  of  each  individual  from  birth. 

2  Droit  de  bourgeoisie  (German  burgerlicher  recht)  means  admission  to  full 
membership  in  the  municipal  community. 
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before  marriage  are  i?5itii;.i2ed  by  the  tubseqvent  laarriage  of  their  parents. 
There  shall  not  be  levied  any  tax  onlaarriage  nor  ar.y  similar  tax  on  either 
spouse . 

55.""  The  liberty  of  the  press  is  gur.rante3d.  N.?vertheless  osntonal 
laws  shall  deternine  tne  measures  necessary  for  tnc  repr^-'-s^on  of  fl."?^; 
these  laws  shall  be  ■;.:;bject  to  the  approval  of  the  rscc-.-al  Counci?. ,  ...^'? 
confederation  niay  also  establish  penalties  to  repress  abuses  directe'-i  a^i^inst 
itself  or  its  authorities. 

5C .     Citizens  shall  have  the  right  to  form  associatious,  provided  that 
there  be,  in  xhe  object  of  these  associations  or  in  tne  laeaiis  ^rr.icn  tj-isy 
employ,  notning  illicit  or  dangerous  to  the  state.  Cantonal  lars  mail 
determine  the  n^ieasures  necessary  for  the  repression  of  abuses » 

57 .  The  rignt  of  petition  is  guaranteed, 

58.  No  person  niay  be  T/itndravrn  fror.:  xhe  jurisdiction  of  his  rs.tural 
judge.  Consequently  extraordinary  tribunals  may  not  be  established. 
Ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  is  abolisr.cd . 

59.  In  claims  of  a  persoral  nature,  a  solv^.T.t  debtor  doniciled  in 
Switzerland  must  be  sued  before  the  judge  of  nis  dcmcile ;  consequenxly  his 
property  nay  not  be  seized  or  sequestered  outside  the  canton  r/nere  he  is 
doniciled  in  an  action  for  a  personal  clBim,  R.eservp.tion  is  nade,  in  natters 
concerning  foreigners,  of  tne  provisions  of  inter:atiorial  treaties,  Iraprison- 
ment  for  debt  is  abolished. 

^eO.Z-^-ti'-e  cantons  snail  treat  the  citizens  of  the  other  confederated 
states  like  tneir  cvn  in  matters  of  legislation  and  judici?.l  proceedings. 

61 .  Final  judgraents  in  civil  cases  rendered  in  one  can':cn  snrj.1  be 
enforceable  throughout  Switzerland. 

62.  Tne  dutj-  on  property  going  out  of  one  canton  into  another  is 
abolisnedl  as  well  as  tne  rignt  of  fi.-st  purcaas^s^  on  the  part  of  citizens  of 
one  canton  as  against  those  of  the  other  confederated  states. 

63 .  The  duty  on  pro^^erty  going  to  foreign  countries  snail  be 
abolished  on  condition  of  reciprocity. 

64.  Legislation  on  civil  capacity,  on  all  catters  of  la'v  relating 
to  conmerce  and  to  transaction?  in  persor^d  property  (xne  lav?  of  obligations 
including  conniercial  lar?  and  tne  lai:^  of  ccnunercial  paper)  ,  on  literary  and 
artistic  property,  on  the  protection  of  inventions  applicable  tc  industry- 
including  designs  and  ?-.ode].3^  ,  -.n  the  collection  of  debts  ar.dlbanlcruptcy, 
shall  belong  to  the  conf ederaiion.  Tne  confederation  shall  legislate  also  en 
otner  matters  of  civil  la'"-;  Judicial  crcanization.  iuiici?!  "^rccedure  and 


1  Traite  foraine  (Gernan  Abzugsrecht)  a  tax  on  property  leaving  the  c:.ntcn 
either  v/ith  a  departing  o'vner  or  to  go  to  heirs. 

2  Droit  de  retrait  (Geri.an  sugrecnt)  . 

3  As  anended  by  popular  vote  I!arch  15,  1905. 

41  Added  by  popular  vote  November  13,  1898.  A  civil  code  was  adopted  in 
1;)C7  and  went  into  force  January  1,  1513, 
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cantons  in  the 


the  administration  of  justice^iiall  renr-in  in  the  hands  of  tne 
same  measure  as  in  the  past  . 

64  (2)."^  The  confederation  iriay  legislate  on  matters  of  crininal  law. 
Judicial  organization,  judicial  procedure  and  the  admirdstration  of  justice 
Bhall  remain  in  tne  nands  of  tne  cantons  in  tr.e  same  measure  as  in  tne  p-st. 
Tne  confederation  may  grant  subventions  to  tne  canton  for  the  construction  of 
penitentiaries,  industrial  nwl  correctional  institutions  and  for  reforms  to  t? 
realized  in  tiie  admimetration  of  punishment.  It  iray  also  lend  it  cooperation 
to  inr;titut.ion0  for  the  protection  of  ahandoned  children. 

.  65.  Condemriation  to  death  shall  not  be  pronounced  for  a  political 
off ense  .'^^Corporal  punishment  is  forbidden. 

66.  Federal  legislation  shall  establish  the  conditions  under  v/hich  a 
?;7iss  citizen  may  be  deprived  of  his  political  rijnts, 

67.  Federal  legislation  shall  determine  the  rules  for  the  extradition 
of  accused  persons  from  one  canton  to  another;  nevertneless  extra.lition  may  not 
be  made  oblij^tory  for  political  offenses  and  tnose  relating  tc  the  press, 

68.  The  neasures  to  be  t£.ken  for  -giving  citizenship  to  those  \7ithout 
a  country  (heimatlcsen) ,  and  to  prevent  nev?  cases  of  this  sort,  shall  be 
determined  by  federal  law. 

69.  ^The  Confederation  may  take  measures  tnru  legislation  to  combat 
transmissible  maladies,  maladies  which  are  widespread,  and  those  specially 
dangerous  to  man  and  beast. 

69  (2).   The  confederation  may  legislate:-  a.  on  trade  in  food 
products;  b.  on  trade  in  other  housenold  and  useable  articles  in  so  far  as 
they  may  endanger  health  or  life.  The  la'.7s  enacted  in  these  fields  shall  be 
executed  by  the  cantons  under  the  supervision  and  with  the  financial  support 
of  the  confederation.  The  control  of  iniportation  at  the  national  frontier 
shall  belong  to  the  confederation. 

70»  The  confederation  may  expel  from  its  territory  foreigners  v/ho 
compromise  the  internal  or  exter:-ial  safety  of  Switzerland » 

1  Added  by  popular  vote  November  13,  189S. 

2  Added  by  popular  vote  ITovember  13,  1898. 

3  Iviodified  by  popular  vote  Lay  15,  1S79.  The  original  article  forbade 
capital  punishment  except  for  rulitary  crimes  in  tirae  of  v;ar. 

4  Amended  by  vote  of  the  people  Uay   4,  1913.  American  Ear  Association 
Journal  1914,  p.  191. 

5  Added  by  vote  of  the  people  July  11,  1397. 
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C^IAPTER  IT.        INDERAL  AUTHORITIES. 
1.  Federj.1  Assembly. 

71_.     Subject  to  t/ie  rign's  cf  tne  pecpls  and  of   the  cantons    (Articles 
89  and  l^l) ,   tfte  supreme  authority  of   the  ccnfederation  snail  be  exercised  b;- 
the  Federal  Asserabiy  v/nich  is   coaposed  of  two   sections  or  councils,   to-v/it: 
A.  The  Natior-al  Countil;     B.  The  Council   of  States. 

A.  National  Council. 

72  .     The  ICational  Council  shall  be  coaposed  of  deputies   o:   the  S^-.lss 
people,    elected  one  nember  for  each  20,000  souls   of  the  -.vhole  population. 
Fractions  above  10,000  shall  be   counted  as  20,000.     Eacr.  cantcn,    and   in  the 
di-.-ided  cantons  each  half   canton,   snail  elect  at  least  one  deputy. 

73.^  The  elections   for  the  rationr.l  Council   snail  b?  direct.     They 
shall  take   place  in  accordance  with  the  principle-  of  proportional  representa- 
tion,  each  canton  or  naif  canton  lorr.ing  an  electoral  division.     Appropriate 
regulations   shall  be  provided  by  federal   legislation. 

74.  Every  Swiss,    t-wenty  years  of  age  *;,'ho  has  not  been  excluded  from 
tne  rignts  of  an  active  citizen  by  the  law  of  the  canton  in  v.-hich  he  nas  his 
domicile,    shall   have  the  right  to   take  part  in  elections  and  popular  votes. 
Nevertneless,    federal  legislation  niay  regulate  in  a  uniform  manner  the 
exercise  of  this  right, 

75.  Every  Swiss  lay  citizen  who  has  the  right  to  ivote  shall  be 
eligible  as  a  r.eraber  of  tne   National    Council. 

76.  Tne   Katioral   Council   shall   be   elected   for  three   years   and 
renewed  as  a  v/hcle  at  each   election. 

77.  Representatives  in  the  Council  of  States,  members  of  tne  Federal 
Council  and  tiie  officers  appointed  by  that  Council  shall  not  be  sir.ultanecusly 
members  of  tne  National  Council, 

78.  The   National  Council  shall  choose   from  its   own  nvu-nber,    for  eur.h 
ordinary  or  extraordinary  session,   a  president  and  vice-president.     The  me;.iber 
v.'ho  has   been  president   during  an  ordinary  session  shall   not,   at  the   next 
ordinary  session,    assuire   that   office   nor  that  of   vico-cresident.     The   sar.e 
person  snail  not  be  vice-president  during  two  consefutive   sessions.     '.Then 
opinions  are  equally  divided  the  presdient  snail  hrvd  a  casting  vote;   in 
elections   he   shall   vote   in  the   same  rr.arjier  as  the   other  members. 

79.  The  members   of  the  Natiorjal  Council  shall  be  paid  from  the 
federal  treasury. 


1     Amended  by  vote  of  tne  people  Cct.  13,    1916.     Up  to  that  time  a  system 
of  election  by  single  member  districts  prevailed.     American  Bar  Associa- 
tion Journal   1919,   p.   307. 
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B.  Council  of  States, 

80.  The  Council  of  States  shall  be  composed  of  forty-four  repre- 
sentatives of  the  cantons.  Each  C£,nton  shall  appoint  t7;o  representatives; 
in  the  divided  cantons  each  half  canton  shall  choose  one. 

81 .  Members  of  thji  National  Council  and  of  the  Federal  Council  snail 
not  be  representatives  in  the  Council  of  States. 

52.  The  Council  of  States  shall  cnoose  from  its  own   ru.r,ber,  for  each 
ordinary  or  extraordinar^f  session,  a  president  and  a  vice-president.  Neither 
the  president  nor  the  vice-president  snail  be  cnosen  from  aaong  the  representa- 
tives of  the  canton  from  which  the  president  for  the  ordinary  sessi^ii  inaned- 
iutely  preceding  was  cnosen.  Representatives  of  tne  sane  canton  sh;i;.]  not 
assume  the  office  of  vice-president  during  tv/o  consecutive  ordinary  sessions, 
When  opinions  are  equally  divided  the  president  snail  have  a  casting  vote;  in 
elections  he  shall  vote  in  the  sarae  raanner  as  other  merabers. 


C,  Powers  of  the  Federal  Assembly. 

84..  The  National  Council  and  the  Council  of  States  shall  have  po'^rer 
over  sli  the  iratters  v.'hich  this  constitution  places  within  the  competence  of 
the  confederation  and  wnich  are  not  assigned  to  any  other  federal  authority. 

85.  The  natters  within  the  competence  of  the  two  Councils  snail  be 
especially  the  following:  1.  Laws  on  the  organization  and  method  of  election 
of  federal  authorities;  2.  Laws  and  ordinances  on  matters  v/hicn  the  constitu- 
tion places  within  federal  competence;  3.  The  salary  and  co'Jipensation  of  the 
members  of  governing  bodies  of  tne  confederation  and  of  tne  federal  cnancery; 
the  creation  of  permanent  federal  offices  and  the  determine.ticn  of  the 
salaries  belonging  thereto;  4.  The  election  of  the  Federal  Council,  of  the 
Federal  Tribunal  and  of  the  Chancellor  as  v/ell  as  of  the  general  in  cnief  of 
the  federal  amy;  federal  legislation  may  give  to  the  Federal  Assembly  other 
powers  of  election  and  confiri.-ation;   5.  Alliances  and  treaties  with  for^^ign 
states  as  well  as  the  approval  of  treaties  made  by  the  cantons  among  the;;- 
selves  or  v/ith  foreign  states;  nevertheless,  cantonal  treaties  shall  be  laid 
before  the  Federal  Assembly  only  when  the  Federal  Council  or  another  cantcn 
demands  it;  6.  Measures  for  the  external  safety  and  for  the  mainteriince  cf 
tne  independence  s.nd  neutrrlity  of  Switzerland;  declarations  of  war  and 
treaties  of  peace;   7.  The  guarantee  of  the  constitutions  and  territory  of 

the  cantons;  intervention  in  consequence  of  this  guarantee;  measures  for  the 
internal  safety  of  Switzerland  and  for  the  maintenance  of  tranquility  and 
order;  amnesty  and  pardon;   S.  Measures  to  cause  the  federal  constitution  to 
be  respected  and  to  enforce  the  guarantee  of  the  cantonal  constitutior s  as 
well  as  those  intended  to  secure  tne  fulfillment  of  federal  obligatiors; 
9.  The  power  of  controlling  the  federal  army;   10.  The  deterrrir^tion  cf  the 
annual  budget,  the  approval  of  federal  accounts,  and  ordinances  authorizing 
loans;  11.  Supervision  of  the  administration  of  federal  justice;  12,  Appeals 
from  the  decisions  of  the  Federal  Council  relative  to  administrative  disputes 
(Article  113);  13.  Conflicts  of  coupetence  between  federal  authorities; 
14,  Revision  of  the  federal  constitution. 

86.  The  two  Councils  shall  meet  once  each  year,  in  ordinary  session, 
on  a  day  fixed  by  rule.  They  inay  be  con^-oked  in  extraordinary  session  by  the 
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Fecleral  Council,  either  o  i  tie  d^mnd  of  one  quarter  of  the  members  of  the 
National  Council  or  on  tn^t  of  five  cantons. 

87.  Neither  council  snrll  transact  business  unless  tine  representa- 
tives present  form  an  absolute  majority  of  tne  vrnole  number  of  its  Kenbers, 

38.  In  the  National  Council  and  in  the  Council  of  States  decisions 
shall  be  had  by  an  absolute  irajority  of  those  voting. 

89.  Federal  larvs  and  federal  decrees  and  ordinances  snail  not  be^ 
enacted  without  the  agreement  of  tne  councils.  Federal  lav/s  shall  be  subirdtt" 
to  adoption  or  rejection  by  the  people,  if  demand  is  :7iade  by  30,000  active 
citizens  or  by  eiE;ht  cantons.  The  same  snail  be  true  of  federal  ordir.ances 
v;hich  have  a  general  application  or  which  are  not  of  an  urgent  cnaracter. 

90.  Federea  le^slation  shall  determine  the  formalities  and  delays 
to  be  observed  in  popular  votes. 

91.  The  members  of  tne  t:7o  councils  snail  vote  vdtnout  instructions. 

92,,  Each  council  shall  deliberate  separately.  Nevertheless,  in  the 
case  of  the  elections  mentioned  in  Artdcle  35,  figure  4,  of  tne  exercise  of 
the  rignt  of  pardon,  or  of  a  decision  on  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction  (Article 
85,  figure  13),  the  tv/o  couacils  snail  .r,eet  together  under  tne  direction  of 
the  president  of  tne  National  Council,  and  tne  decision  shall  be  reached  by 
majority  vote  of  tne  members  of  both  councils. 

93_.  The  ri^ht  of  initiating  measures  shall  belong  to  each  of  the 
tv/o  councils  and  to  each  of  tneir  members.  Tne  cantons  may  exercise  the  same 
right  by  correspondence, 

94.  As  ?.  r,Jile  the  sessions  of  the  two  councils  siiSll  be  public. 


II.  Federal  Council , 

95.  Tne  superior  directive  and  executive  autnority  of  the  confed- 
eration shall  be  exercised  by  a  Federal  Council  of  seven  members. 

96.  The  me..ibers  of  tne  Federal  Council  snail  be  appointed  for  three 
years  by  the  joint  cjun>.il3  from  among  all  Sv/iss  citizens  eligible  to  the 
National  Council.  They  shall,  nevertneless,  not  cnoose  more  tnan  one  me.uber 
of  the  Federal  Council  from  tne  same  canton.  Tne  Federal  Couroxl  sha].!  be 
renewed  as  a  wnole  after  each  election  of  tne  National  Council,  Vacancies 
v/nich  occur  during  xne  three  year  period  snail  be  fjiled  at  the  first  session 
of  tne  Federal  Assembly  for  tne  remainder  of  tne  term. 

97.  k'embers  of  tne  Federal  Council  shall  iiot  during  their  term 
assume  any  other  employment  either  in  tne  service  of  tne  confederation  or  of 
a  canton,  nor  follow  another  calling,  nor  practise  a  profession. 

98.  Tne  Federal  Council  snail  be  presided  over  by  the  president  of 
the  confederation.  There  shall  be  a  vice-president.  The  president  of  tne 
confederation  and  the  vice-president  of  the  Federal  Council  snail  be  appointed 
for  one  year  by  the  Federal  Assembly  from  among  the  members  of  tne  council. 
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The  retiring  president  smll  not  be  elected  president  or  vice-president  for 
tne  follov/ing  year.  Tne  same  ne-.aber  shall  not  fill  the  position  of  vice- 
president  during  two  successive  years. 


99.  The  president  of  the  confederation  and  tne  otner  rneraoers  o:  tne 
a  Council  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  from  the  federal  treasury. 

100.  The  FederrO.  Council  may  act  only  when  at  least  four  members  are 


Tsresent, 

ipi_.  The  members  of  the  Federal  Council  shall  have  a  consultative 
voice  in  the  proceedings  of  both  sections  of  the  Federal  Assembly,  as  -.veil  as 
the  rignt  to  inake  motions  with  regard  to  matters  under  discussion. 

1^2.  The  powers  and  duties  of  tne  Federal  Council,  v^-Dnin  tne  limits 
of  tnis  con3:itution,  shall  be  especially  as  follows:  1.  It  shall  direct 
federal  affairs  conformably  to  tne  la7/s  and  ordiTiances  of  tne  confederation. 
2,  It  shall  watch  over  tne  observance  of  the  constitution,  laws  and  ordinances, 
of  the  confederation  as  ?/ell  as  of  tne  provisions  of  federal  agreements;  it 
shall  take,  on  its  ov'n  initiative  or  on  complaint,  tne  measures  necessary  to 
enforce  them.,  when  the  appeal  is  not  one  of  tnose  v/hich  must  be  brougnt  before 
tne  Federal  Tribunal  according  to  Article  113,  3,  It  snail  v;atcn  over  the 
guarantee  of  tne  cantonal  constitutions,  4.  It  snail  present  proposed  lav;s 
or  ordinances  to  tne  Federal  Assembly  and  gives  its  opinion  on  tne  propositions 
vmich  are  submitted  to  it  by  the  councils  or  tne  cantons.  5.  It  snail  provide 
for  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  tne  confederation,  the  judg- 
ments of  the  Federal  Tribunal  and  compromises  or  arbitrial  sentences  upon 
disputes  between  cantons.  6,  It  shall  make  appointments  wnicn  are  not 
assigned  to  the  Federal  Assembly,  the  Federal  Tribunal  or  other  autnority, 
7,  It  shall  examine  tne  treaties  of  cantons  among  themselves  or  with  foreign 
states,  and  approves  tnera,  if  proper  (Article  85,  figure  5).  8.  It  snail 
watch  over  the  external  relations  of  the  confederation,  especially  the 
observance  of  its  international  relations,  and  snail  be,  in  general,  charged 
with  its  foreign  affairs.  9,  It  shall  watcn  over  tne  external  safety  of 
Switzerland,  and  over  the  maintenance  of  its  independence  and  neutralit-y. 
10.  It  shall  watcn  over  the  internal  security  of  the  confederation  and  over 
tne  maintenance  of  tranquility  and  order.  11-  In  case  of  emergency  and  when 
the  Federal  Assembly  is  not  in  session,  tne  Federal  Council  snail  be 
authorized  to  raise  necessarjr  troops  and  direct  thsa,  provided  that  it 
immediately  convoke  the  councils  if  the  number  of  troops  raised  exceeds  2,000 
men,  or  if  they  remain  on  foot  for  aor?  tnan  three  weeks-  12.  It  shall  be 
cnarged  with  everything  relating  to  the  federal  military  force  as  well  as 
with  all  other  branches  of  ad.iiini  strati  on  v-nich  belong  to  tne  confederation. 
13.  It  snail  examine  tne  laws  and  ordincnces  of  tne  cantoris  which  uust  be 
submitted  for  its  approval;  it  snail  supervise  the  branches  of  cantonal 
administration  v/nich  are  placed  under  its  control-  14.  It  snail  administer 
the  finances  of  the  confederation,  propose  tne  budget  and  render  an  account  of 
receipts  and  expenses.  15.  It  shall  supervise  the  conduct  of  all  officers  end 
employees  of  the  federal  administration.  ],5.  It  snail  render  account  of  its 
conduct  to  tne  Federal  Assembly  at  each  ordinary  session,  present  to  it  a 
report  on  the  internal  and  external  situation  of  tne  confederation  and  recom- 
mend to  its  attention  measures  v-nicn  it  believes  usefiO.  in  increasing  the 
common  prosperity.  It  also  snail  make  special  reports  on  tne  demand  of  tne 
Federal  Assembly  or  eitner  of  its  sections. 
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103.  Tne  business  of  the  Feders.!  Council  Gnall  be  distributed  by 
departments  among  its  members,  Tnis  division  snail  be  solely  for  tne  purpose 
of  facilitating  the  consideration  and  dispatch  of  business;  decisions  snail  be 
madp  by  the  Federal  Council  as  a  body. 

104.  Tne  Federal  Council  and  its  departments  snail  be  authorised  to 
employ  experts  for  sepcial  purposes . 

III.  Federal  Chancery. 

105.  A  federal  cnr.ncery,  at  the  nead  of  wnich  snail  be  tne  Cnancellor 
of  the  coiif ederation,  shall  be  charged  with  the  secretarial  v/ork  of  the 
Federal  Assembly  and  the  Federal  Council.  The  Chancellor  shall  be  elected  by 
the  Federal  Assembly  for  a  term  of  tnree  years  el  the  same  time  as  the  Federal 
Council.  Tne  Cnancery  shall  bo  under  the  special  supervision  of  the  Federal 
Council,  A  federal  law  bhall  deternine  the  organization  of  the  Chancery. 


IV.  Fgd-^ral^  Trib'.u:al . 

106.  There  snrdi  be  a  Federal  Tribur^l  for  tne  admirdstration  of 
justice  in  federal  matters.  Tnere  shall  be,  further,  a  jury  for  criminal 
cases  (Article  113) . 

107.  The  members  and  alternates  of  the  Federal  Tribunal  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  tne  Federr.l  Asssmbly,  which  shall  tak^  that  tne  three  national 
languages  are  r9p;-esented  thereon,  Tne  or -animation  of  the  Federal  Tribunal 
and  its  sections,  the  number  of  its  m.embers  and  alternates,  their  term  of 
office  and  their  salaries,  chn.ll  Le  determined  by  law. 

108.  Svery  Sv/iss  citizen  eligible  to  tne  National  Council  nay  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  Federal  Tribunal.  Members  of  tne  Federel  Assembly  and  of  the 
Federal  Council  and  officers  appointed  by  tnese  r.uti'orities  snail  not  at  the 
same  time  be  me:nbers  of  the  Federal  Tribunal.  Members  of  the  Fedei-al  Tribuiial 
shall,  during  their  term,  fill  no  other  office  eitner  in  the  service  of  the 
confederation  or  of  a  canton,  nor  follow  another  calling,  nor  practice  a 
profession. 

109.  Tne  Federal  Tribunal  sna].l  org,inise  its  own  secretarial  force 
(chancellerie)  and  appoint  its  personal. 

110.  The  Federal  Tribunal  shall  nave  jurisdiction  of  civil  suits: 

1.  Betv/een  the  confederation  and  tne  cantons;  2.  Between  the  confederation  on 
the  one  side  and  corporations  or  individuals  on  tne  otner,  vmen   tnese  corpora- 
tions or  individuals  are  plaintiffs  :nd  znipc   tne  litigation  attains  a  degree  c: 
importance  v/hicn  federal  le^p-siation  chall  determine;  3.  lietv/een  cantons; 
4.  Between  CF^ntons  en  the  one  side  and  ccrporatioas  or  ir.dividials  on  the  ether 
vmen  one  of  tne  parties  demai.ds  it  and  when  litigation  attains  a  degree  of 
importance  v;nicn  federal  lef.islation  snail  deter:nine.  It  shall  have  juris- 
diction further  in  cases  concerning  persons  Tvitnout  a  government  (neimjitlosat) 
as  well  as  of  controversies  wnich  arise  between  commv.ner;  of  different  cantons 
touching  the  right  of  citizensnip. 


111.  The  tribunal  shall  be  required  to  decide  other  cases  vrtien  tfte 
parties  ~ee  to  put  tnem  into  its  nands,  and  v/ner.  tne  uatter  in  liti<^tion 
attains  a'degrse  of  importance  vmich  fe^'.eral  legislation  shall  determine, 

112.  The  Federal  Tribunal  assisted  by  tne  jury,  which  shall  decide 
on  questions  of  tMe  fa.-t,  sr.all  have  criminal  jurisdiction:   1.  Of  cases  cf 
high  treason  ccvards  tne  conf ede'-ation  and  of  revolt  or  violence  af;£inct  tne 
federal  authorities!;  2,  Of  crimes  and  offenses  against  tne  lav/  of  r.ationfe; 
3.  Of  political  crimes  and  offenses  r^nicn  are  tne  cause  o^  tne  resuj.t^of 
disturbances  by  wnich  federal  armed  intervention  is  occasioned;  4.  Cf  c-.arjes 
against  officers  apvointed  by  a  federal  autnority  when  tnat  authority  gives 
the  Federal  Tribunal  jurisdiction  over  then. 

y_3_.  Tne  Federal  Tribunal  shall  nave  jurisdiction  also,  1-  Of  ccn- 
flicts  of  "competence  between  federal  and  cantonal  autnorities ;  2,  Of  caries 
between  cantons  ^^rhen   tnese  cases  are  within  the  field  of  puolic  law;   3  .  Of  ^ 
complaints  of  the  violation  of  tne  constitutional  rignts  of  citizens,  and  oi 
complaints  of  private  individuals  of  the  violation  of  concordats  and  treaties. 
Reservation  shall  be  made  of  administrative  cases  whicn  snail  be   settled 
in  accordance  with  federal  legislation.  In  all  tne  aforementioned  cases,  tne 
Federal  Tribunal  shall  apply  the  laws  voted  by  tne  Federal  Assembly,  and  the 
ordinances  of  that  Aas?inbiy  v/hich  nave  a  general  bearing.  It  shall  likerase 
conform  to  the  treaiiea  wnicn  the  Federal  Assembly  snail  nave  ratified. 

114,.  In  addition  to  the  cases  mentioned  in  Articles  110,112  and  113, 
federal  legi  slcti .-■.-.  n-.iv  place  other  matters  within  tne  jurisdiction  of  the 
Federal  Tribunal:  do  rJiy,  in   pa.-tioular,  give  to  tnat  tribunal  powers  intended 
to  assure  the  uni:c.-m  appliotition  of  the  lav/s  provided  for  in  Article  64. 

114  (2).   '">  accordance  witn  tne  provisions  given  in  Article  11-x 
there  is  instixulfd  a  Vedoral  Administrative  Court.  The  jurisdiction  cf  the 
court  will  form  tne  subject  of  a  Federal  lav;. 

^'^'  ^'iscel?.:-  necus  Provisions  . 

115.  Everything  relating  to  the  location  of  tne  authorities  of  the 
confederation  snail  be  a  matter  for  federal  legislation, 

116.  The  three  principal  languages  spoken  in  Svdtr.erland,  German, 
French  and  Italian,  shall  be  tne  national  languag-^s  of  the  confederation. 

117.  The  officers  of  the  confederation  snail  be  recponsible  for 
their  conduct.  A  federal  law  shall  deterrdne  the  laethod  of  enforcing  tnis 
responsibility. 


1  Adopted  by  vote  of  the  people  October  25,  1914.  American  Bar 
Association  Journal  1915,  p.  169. 
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CHAPTER  III.  REVISION  OF  TH3  FEDSaAL  CONSTITUTION.^ 
lia-  "^'='   ^---aciai  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  tine  as  a  whol^ 

119.  Total  revision  Siiall  take  place  in  accordance  v/itn  tne  forms 
prescribed  for  federal  legislation. 

120.  V/hen  one  section  of  the  Federal  Assembly  shall  resolve  in  favor 
of  tne  total  revision  of  tne  constitution  and  the  otner  section  does  not  con- 
sent thereto,  or  vmen   fifty  thousand  Swiss  citizens  v/ith  the  right  to  vote 
demand  total  revision,  the  question  as  to  v/netner  tne  federal  constitution 
should  be  revised  is  in  eitner  case  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  Swiss  people, 
voting  yes  or  no.  If  in  either  case  the  majority  of  citizens  voting  pro- 
nounce in  the  affirmative,  the  tv/o  Councils  shall  be  elected  anev;  for  tne  work 
of  revision, 

121.  Partial  revision  may  take  place  either  by  way  of  popular  initia- 
tive or  according  to  tne  forms  prescribed  for  federal  legislation.  Popular 
initiative  snail  consist  of  a  petition  presented  by  fifty  thousand  S'.7iss 
citizens,  possessing  the  right  to  vote,  deranding  the  adoption  of  a  nev/  article 
of  the  constitution  or  the  repeal  or  modification  of  specified  articles  of  the 
constitution  now  in  force.  If  several  different  matters  are  presented  by 
popular  initiative  for  i-cvision  or  for  introduction  into  tne  federal  constitu- 
tion, eacn  of  them  must  be  the  object  of  a  separate  initiative  petition.  The 
initiative  petition  may  take  the  form  of  fv  proposition  conceived  in  i^erely 
general  terms,  or  tnat  of  a  completed  measure.  '^Jnen   tne  initiative  petition 

is  conceived  in  general  terms,  the  federal  chambers,  if  they  approve,  shall 
proceed  to  make  a  partial  revision  in  the  direction  indicated,  and  snail 
submit  tne  measure  to  tne  adoption  or  rejection  of  tne  people  and  tne  cantons. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  they  do  no^ approve,  the  question  of  partial  revision 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people;  if  the  rajority  of  Swiss  citizens 
taking  part  in  the  election\pronounce  in  tne  af  firniative.  the  Federal  Assembly 
shall  proceed  with  the  revision  in  conformity  with  the  popular  decision.  V.^isn 
tne  petition  takes  the  form  of  a  completed  measure,  it  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  tne  people  and  of  tne  cantons.  If  tne  Federal 
Assembly  is  not  in  agreement  with  the  measure,  it  ray  prepare  a  distinct 
measure  of  its  ovm,   or  recommend  to  the  people  the  rejection  of  the  proposed 
measure,  and  submit  its  substitute  or  its  proposition  of  rejection  at  the 
same  time  with  the  measure  proposed  by  popuD.ar  initiative. 

122 .  A  federal  law  sheJl  determine  tne  formalities  to  be  observed  in 
popular  initiative  petitions  and  in  popular  votes  relative  to  the  amendment 
of  tne  federal  constitution. 

123.  The  revised  constitution,  or  portion  revised,  shall  go  into 
effect  when  it  has  been  accepted  by  the  rajority  of  the  Sv/iss  citizens  taking 
part  in  the  election  and  by  the  majority  of  tne  caxitons.  In  determining  the 

1  Revised  July  5,  1S91  by  substituting  present  chapter  for  original  articles 
113-121,  The  significant  change  was  the  extension  of  the  "initiative" 
to  partial  revisions  of  the  constitution. 
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majority  of  tne  cantons,  the  vote  oT  a  half  canton  cnall  be  counted  as  half 
a  vote.  The  result  of  the  popular  vote  in  each  canton  shall  be  considered 
as  the  vote  of  the  canton. 


Temporc.ry  Provisions . 

These  provisions  have  no  present  significance  and  are  therefore 
omitted  from  this  translation.  See  Areste,  F,R.  -  Constj-^ui-ions.  Mc c; <: ;_\l-:s. ^ 
Vol.  I,  pp.  567-569,  and  Dodd,  W.F.  -  Modern  Constitutions.  Vol.  II,  yp . 
289-290.  On  June  6,  1915  another  temporary  provision  was  added  as  follows: 
With  the  vie"'  of  partially  providing  for  expenditures  incurred  by  the 
mobilization  of  the  £v/iss  Army  during  the  European  war,  the  Confederation 
may  lay  a  v/ar-tax,  not  renewable. 


1  American  Ear  Association  Jour:-!al  1916,  p.  231, 


207836 


UNIVERSITY  of  CALIFORNIA 

L.OS  ANGKLt^a 
l.JSftARY 


87Go   Switzerland.,  j 
Constitutio 


n 


,'■'  V 


K   -T" 


\r^^ 


This  book  is  DUE  on  the  last  date  stamped  below 


NOV  2  2  1931 


MAR  13  1952 
1958 


.  '•  .    ,-  t,. 


f^ 


fl^Bff^ 


K  '' 


■V. 


:S 


■')] 


Y' 


V 


.-.-X 


■  y 


■^. 


<y 


y 


\. 


V, 


^h^ 

-<^^^: 


